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Miller and Golfes Elected District #21 Governors
The 76th Annual District #21 

Convention hosted by the Fresno Ahepa 
Family May 29, 30, 31 and June 1, 
2008 reelected Steve Miller District #21 
Governor of the Order of Ahepa and 
Sylvia Golfes District #21 Governor of 
the Daughters or Penelope. In addition, 
officers for 2008-2009 were elected 
or appointed rounding out the two 
District Lodges.

Order of Ahepa: Lt. Governor Nick 
Pries, Secretary Demos Papadopoulos, 
Treasurer Robert Sexton, Warden 
Bill Anton, Marshall Agamemnon 
Zafiratos, Chaplain James Dariotes, 
Athletic Director Stamus Cocoles, 
Auditor William Rotas, Special Projects 
George Booras, Scholarship Foundation 
Chairman Lou Janakos and Executive 
Secretary Bill Booras.

Daughters of Penelope: Lt. 
Governor Margo Drosos, Secretary 
Paulette “P.J.” Rishard, Treasurer Foula 

Vasilogiorgis, Marshal Chrisanthy 
Panagopoulos, Daughters of Penelope 
Advisor Manthea Kartinos, Maids of 
Athena Advisor Louise Metaxas and 
Scholarship Chairman Joanne Booras.

Scholarships were awarded at 
the Convention Grand Banquet on 
Friday, May 30. Receiving scholarships 
from the Daughters of Penelope were 
Demetra Karnegas, Marysville; Eleni 
and Maria Leles, Stockton and Heidi 
Masi, Reno. 

Scholarships awarded by the Ahepa 
Scholarship Foundation were Maria 
Bakouros, San Jose; Angelique Banis, 
Walnut Creek; AnnaMaria Desipris, 
Sparks, Nevada; Andrea Econome, 
Danville; Stelios Papadopoulos, Elk 
Grove, Monica Skordilis, San Jose and 
Alexandra Stavropoulos, Fresno.

See Convention Glendi photos on 
page 7 submitted by Alex Bazos.   v

Maids of Athena
Installation of new members of the 

Maids of Athena was held recently in 
Oakland, California. Louise Metaxas, 
District Advisor to the Maids was the 
installing officer. Pictured from the 
left in the front row: Stacy Demetriou, 
Sammi Demetriou, President of the 
Maids Chapter, Sophia Johnston, 
President Echo #4, Louis Metaxas and 
Sophia Drabkin. Second row from 
the left: Elizabeth Katsouros, Vasso 
Rahimzadeh, Adrianna Drebkin, 
Anastasia Drabkin, Chapter Maids 
Advisor, and Tina Demetriou, Chapter 
Advisor Daughters of Penelope.   v

Supreme Convention
The dates  for the 2008 Supreme 

Convention in Athens, Greece, 
are July 1-12, 2008. The AHEPA 
Convention Committee has been 
working hard to prepare a wonder-
ful getaway for the entire AHEPA 
community.  The AHEPA from 
Australiasia, Canada, Greece and 
Cyprus will be attending our event 
in Athens, Greece. Thousands of 
Ahepans, Daughters, Sons and Maids 
will work together for this family 
reunion.
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AHEPA District Governor’s Message
To all members of our Ahepa family.

 I was honoured to be elected 
your District Governor at last years 
District Convention, hosted by the 
San Francisco Chapter.  Other than 
a few logistic problems the Golden 
Gate-Pacific Chapter #150 did a 
great Job. 

As your District Governor I 
attended every Chapter Visitation 
with at least one other Officer, also 

our Executive Secretary Brother Bill Booras was in atten-
dance.  I was able to attend the morning session of the Fall 
Conference, hosted by the San Jose Chapter.  I would like to 
thank our Lt. Gov., Nick Pries, for chairing the afternoon ses-
sion.  All of the events hosted by our Chapters are done very 
well.  The Spring Convention was hosted by the Sacramento 
Chapter #151 also did a great job.  The attendance at both 
Conferences was quite good,  As always we would like to 
see more Brother attend are District events.  I would urge 
every Chapter Officer and member to make every attempt to 
attend.

 A very positive aspect for our District is that our mem-
bership has increased this past year.

For that I thank everyone who sponsored a new member.  
We all realize that without new members, and ideas, our 
beloved Order cannot survive.

 Many Chapters send me their monthly bulletins, which 
I am great full.  The projects that many Chapters participate 
in is very commendable.  The March 25th parades, the flag 
raising at many City Halls and the State Capital which show-
cases our Hellenic heritage.  Many Chapters perform worthy 
projects for our Church’s, from rebuilding a kitchen area by 
the Oakland Chapter #171 at Ascension Cathedral to support 
for students at Holy Cross Seminary by the Modesto Chapter.  
The rebates from our Charitable Raffle have to be used  for 
outside charitable purpose, and I am glad that edit is being 
followed.

 In closing I would once again thank all of your hospita-
bly, and great food at all of the visitations.  Let all of us put 
our best foot forward to make District #21 one of the best in 
the AHEPA world.

 Our District Convention  is coming up, hosted by the 
Fresno Chapter.  Let all of use make every effort to attend and 
support the Fresno Chapters.

 I would like to thank my District Lodge for their support 
and help in the last Ahepa year.  v

 Fraternally, Steve Miller DG.

Stephen Miller
District Governor

AHEPA District Governor’s Message
I hope that everyone had a wonder-

ful Easter Holiday.  Christos Anesti.  
I cannot believe that May is just around 
the corner and we are winding down 
another year.  As this business year is 
coming to a close, it is time to evalu-
ate our year and celebrate our success-
es.  Congratulations to each of you on 
your efforts for the betterment of the 
Daughters of Penelope.  

Where do we go from here?  It is 
time to evaluate, look back at the goals that your respective chapters 
have set.  Make sure to take the time to celebrate the goals you have 
achieved.  But most importantly examine the goals that you did not 
meet.  Take time to analyze whey these goals were not attained.  
Was the goal given the attention and effort; is the goal still impor-
tant to the chapter.  Now it is time to formulate new goals making 
sure they are specific, attainable, realistic and timely.  

As the year winds down remember to thank the dedicated and 
talented sisters of your chapter’s board.  These women serve each year 
out of their love and dedication to the Daughters of Penelope and your 
chapter.  Take time to say “thank you” for their time and efforts.

The Sacramento AHEPA Family hosted a well attended 
and informative Spring Conference in Elk Grove.  The Annual 
Sisterhood Tri District Conference hosted by District 21 was 
very well attended with 61 Sisters from Arizona, Utah, Southern 
California, Washington & Oregon attending.   Grand President 
Karen Stamatiades, Grand Vice President Barbara Stavis Wolf, 
Grand Governor & District Liaison Lois Kotzambasis and Grand 
Advisor to the Maids of Athena Joanne Saltas were in attendance 
to observe the reactivation of the Oakland Maids of Athena Eleni 
Chapter: Grand President Karen Stamatiades administered the oath 
to initiates.  

The Fresno AHEPA Family has been working diligently for 
many months in preparation of the 2008 District Convention 
May 30 – June 1, 2008 headquartered at the Radisson Hotel, 324 
E. Shaw Avenue in Fresno.  All business meetings and the Grand 
Banquet on Friday May 30 will be at the Radisson; Greek Glendi 
Nite with music by Fotia and the Charitable Raffle will be held at 
St. George Church, 2219 N. Orchard Avenue.  

Remember the number of paid membership and per capita that 
was submitted to National Headquarters on or before December 
2007 will determine the number of delegates and alternates that each 
chapter may have at the 2008 Supreme Convention in Athens.  

Please remember it is never too late to remember your 
loved ones or a special friend with a monetary gift to the 
District Scholarship Fund through our  Memorials and Tributes.  
Simply send your remembrance directly to Chairman Chrisanthy 
Panagopoulos, District Marshal, 1406 Woodcreek Way, Stockton, 
CA  95209.  v

Sylvia Golfes
District Governor
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Chapter #392
San Mateo
by George Fonti, Vice President

On Feb. 23, 2008 AHEPA chapter 
#392 and Daughters of Penelope Urania 

Chapter #290 celebrated their 50 th 
anniversary.  Eighty people attended 
the dinner dance which was held at the 
San Mateo Elks Lodge. After dinner the 
guests danced to music by Vital Sounds. 
(Brother Alex Mallas was the DJ). The 
chairpersons of the event were George 
Fonti, AHEPA VP and Sophia Fonti, 
President of Urania Chapter #290. The 
master of ceremonies was Lou Janakos, 
PDG. Virginia Coppock, VP of Urania 
Chapter #290 spoke about how the 
Daughters of Penelope chapter was 
formed 50 years ago and detailed all the 
accomplishments of the chapter.

Father Peter Salmas of Holy Cross 
Church of Belmont, CA gave the open-
ing and closing prayers.

The dinner proceeds of $700.00 
was donated to the medical fund for 
Evanthia Pappas who underwent treat-
ment in Houston, Texas for an aggres-
sive form of breast cancer.   v

Leto #71
Fresno

The Daughters of Penelope Leto 
Chapter 71 under the leadership of our 
new President, Helen Sexton, has been 
very active.

Our Past Presidents’ Luncheon on 
January 20th was a splendid affair and 
was held at the Manhattan Restaurant 
honoring our Past President, Evelyn N. 
Boosalis.

Sister Evelyn gave an eloquent 
and inspiring address emphasizing the 
need to give our support to “THE 
NATIONAL PROJECT” whose aim is 
to keep Hellenism alive by having a spe-
cial film created. This film will be dis-
tributed throughout all the universities 
and schools in the United States and 

Canada. Spearing this worthwhile proj-
ect are the following brother Ahepans; 
Chris Rokas, Chairman; Bob Sexton, 
Vice President; and Tony Kocolos, 
Producer and Director. President Helen 
Sexton presented a check of $1,000 as 
a donation from the Daughters toward 
the funding of this film to Chairman 
Rokas. This event was coordinated by 
Sophia Nicolaou, Chairman.  v

Helen Sexton presenting check to “The National 
Project” committee. From left: Helen Sexton, Bob 
Sexton, Tony Kocolis and Chris Rokas.

Grand Raffle Results
On behalf of District 21 Daughters of 
Penelope and Order of AHEPA, we 
wish to thank you for helping to make 
our charitable year a most successful 
one. The drawing was held at the 
Greek Glendi Festivities, Saturday, 
May 31, 2008. This was the final 
night of our 76th Annual District 
Convention hosted by the Fresno 
AHEPA Family. We are pleased to 
list the winners below. We thank our 
hard working sellers and once again 
tell all, there were no losers because 
the causes your money went toward 
are just and needed. Your financial 
support is most appreciated and we 
are hopeful that you will again sup-
port the AHEPA Family Charities 
Raffle in 2009.
Kathleen Victory, Washington, 
DC, $20,000; George D. Mourgos, 
Redwood City, $10,000; Stella 
Kyriakis, Millbrae, $5,000; John 
Myrtakis, Modesto, $1,500; 
Pappageorge Grandchildren, 
Millbrae, $1,000; Jane Silva, Orinda, 
$1,000; Kirk De La Mare, Modesto, 
1,000; Joseph Saraiva, Antioch, 
$500; Theodore Mitsiopoulos, 
Concord, $500; Laurie Sahines, 
Milpitas, $500; Kathy Photopoulos, 
Saratoga, $500; Becky Demeris/
Anthony Kouzounis, Houston, TX, 
$500; Stephanie Thomas, Goleta,  
$500; Early Bird drawing held March 
8, 2008 - Robin B. Tucker, Napa, 
$500; Diane Bates, Palo Alto, $500; 
Daisy Fernando, Foster City,  $500; 
Lou Janakos, San Mateo, $500. 
We thank you for the opportunity to 
chair this worthwhile committee. . . it 
has been a gratifying experience.    v Helen Sexton, Evelyn Boosalis, Pat Kourajos, 

Eleftheria Sojianides, Katrina Scamagas.

Revere or reality . . .

 AHEPA Family to Athens

Kalo Taxidi!

Argie Steve Gionis   
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Oakland AHEPA 
Family
by Ceil Koplos

Oakland Celebrates Greek
Independence Day

Oakland members of AHEPA 
and Daughters of Penelope celebrated 
Greek Independence Day at Oakland’s 
City Hall.

Richard Cowan, Chief of Staff to 
Councilman Jean Quan, addressed an 
audience of Greek Americans. Members 
of the Order of AHEPA and Daughters 
of Penelope were accompanied by 
Reverend Thomas J. Paris of the Greek 
Orthodox Ascension Cathedral at the 
event which took place at the City Hall 
on Tuesday, March 25, 2008.

Mr. Robert Cowan presented a 
proclamation to Chairman Dr. Karl 
Konstantin (Dr. Konstantin, who has 
been the chairman for more than thirty 
years). Mayor Ron Dellums proclaimed 
March 25, 2008 as Greek American Day 
in the City of Oakland and encouraged 
its recognition by all its citizens.

Preparing for the program in 
observance of the “Celebration of 
Greek Independence Day” with Dr. 

Konstantin and friends.
Aliki Siskos, Administrative Officer 

from the office of the Honorable Xenia 
Stefanidou Consul General of Greece 

delivered her message on occasion of 
the National Day Celebration.

Refreshments were served follow-
ing the ceremony and were prepared by 
Mrs. Karl Konstantin.

Annual Greek Independence Day
Run/Walk

The Ascension Historical Society 
presented and sponsored their 14th 
Annual Greek Independence Day on 
Saturday, March 22, 2008 at the new 
Boat House on Lake Merritt, Oakland. 

More than 350 members and 
friends attended the celebration by 
walking or running and enjoying the 
Greek delicious delicacies. Crowning 
wreaths and medals were presented to 
the lucky winners.

Among the guests were honor-

ary Chairman Reverend Thomas J. 
Paris and George Zuras. Chairpersons 

for the event were Dean and Paula 
Gassoumis.

Among the Daughters of Penelope 
Chapter #4 serving at the buffet table 
included Despina Kallas, Sophia Paris, 
Cleo Lekas and Teddi Carvounis. 
Pictured above.

Daughters Receive $6,430 Check

Daughters of Penelope received a 
check in the amount of $6,430 from  the 
Leo Jensing Fund. The same amount 
was presented to Tula Sostchen, chair-
man of the Friends In Deed from Sister 
Debbie Hand.

Debbie Hand, from Castro Valley,  
a new member of the Daughters of 
Penelope, is employed at Rudolph & 
Sletten, Inc. Yearly, Rudolph & Sletten, 
Inc. solicits donations from its employ-
ees for the Leo Jensing Fund (started to 
honor estimator working for Rudolph 
& Sletten who is now deceased). The 
company encourages 100% participa-
tion from its employees and match-
es their donations, which in turn are 
distributed to selected local charitable 
organizations that contribute back to 
the community. One of the company’s 
goal is to reward their employees for 
the time they donate to charitable orga-
nizations. Just two years of member-
ship with the Daughters of Penelope 
was enough to convince Debbie of the 
many various great acts of charity work 
this wonderful group of women do. She 
was so impressed and touched by the 
way what the Chapter does to help oth-
ers. Debbie submitted the Daughters 
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Eos #1
San Francisco
by Stella Kyriakis

Eos #1 Chapter hosted it’s Annual 
Tea for Cancer Patient Nina Tarazi 
who is a member of the Nativity 
of Christ Greek Orthodox Church. 
Nina’s current diagnosis is Multiple 
Myeloma Cancer, a cancer  of plasma 
blood cells. The tea was hosted by 
Sister Yvonne Stamatakis on May 4th. 
Eos #1 thanks everyone who attended 
and gave donations to make this event 
so successful in helping Nina Tarazi.

Sisters Eva Skoukis and Elaine Makras

Sisters Ethel Janakes and Mary Chicos

Family of Nina Tarazi

Past Pres. Vasilogiogis, Pres. Kanellos, Patient Nina   
Tarazi, Past Pres. Leos, and Sister Stella Kyriakis

Sisters May Kireopoulos, Argie 
Pitcock and Loys Rodatos

2008 Penelope of the Year Vivian Leos, 
and Past Chapter Penelope of the 

Year Sister Annette Chiappari

Eos #1 Members with Hosts and Cancer Patient Tarazi

Eos #1 Chapter is pleased to 
announced that Past Pres. Vivian Leos 
was chosen Chapter Penelope of the 
year for 2008. She was also chosen 
District Penelope of the Year at this 
years’ District #21  Convention in 
Fresno.

Eos#1 also chose Sister Sophie 
Goultas as the Chapter’s Daughter of 
the Year 2008 for her many years of ser-
vice.  We congratulate them both.  v

Paul Eliopoulos
Celebrates 80th

Birthday
Birthday greetings and best wishes 

were extended to Paul Eliopoulos who 
celebrated his 80th birthday recently. 
The gala event with dinner dancing was 
held at the Spinnakers Restaurant in 
Sausalito. More than 150 family, friends 
and guests attended the celebration.

Out of town guests included Bill 
Booras and guest from Fresno, Argie 
Gionis from Houston, Texas, Bill 
Christie, editor of the Traveler and 
numerous guests from the Bay Area. 
A great time was had by everyone and 
everybody went home happy.   v

From left: Mary Kay Stratigos, daugh-
ter; Sophia Eliopoulos, Paul Eliopoulos, 

and Irene Starling, daughter.

Effie Choppelas
Celebrates 100th

Birthday
On Feb. 16, 2008 Effie Choppelas 

turned 100 years young!  Eos#1 Chapter 
hosted a Birthday Reception for Effie 
at Holy Trinity Christopher Center on 
Feb. 24th. Many Sisters and Brother 
Ahepans  attended to wish Effie many 
happy returns. President Bush, our  CA 
Governor and CA State Senator Alquist 
sent cards and resolutions honoring our 
Centurion.   v

Centurion Effie Choppelas and Family

2008 District Penelope of the Year
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76th Golden Gate District #21 Convention Glendi, Fresno, California
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